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PRAYER FOR THE DAY 

We watch with hope, for again you are coming into the world.  We see stars beaming 
down to illumine your way.  We see the powers of darkness tremble as you draw 
near in light and peace.  We see our hardened hearts being warmed by your eternal 
grace.  And so we listen with hope to the promises of scripture and the Advent 
songs.  We wait with hope, and in the waiting, you hand us the bread of heaven, you 
touch the cup of grace to our lips, and we are healed and empowered.  May we 
worship with courage and live with faith, this day and during this season of Advent.  
Amen. 

Let There Be Light 



 
PRELUDE 

Jesu, Joy of Man's Desiring                                                                                            - J.S. Bach 
                          
 THE PRESENTATION OF SCRIPTURE                      

 
INVOCATION (based on Psalm 80) 
Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, 
O Keeper of the Church, who leads and nurtures us, 
Shine forth and stir up your might. 
Restore us, let your face shine, smile upon us. 
Holy One, God of Hosts, come back, shine forth, 
and smile upon us as we enter the season of Advent. 
 

HYMN NO. 88 
  O Come, O Come Emmanuel                                                   - Veni Emmanuel, 9th century 

 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
God of Awe and Goodness, we wander away.  You have trusted us, but we have found 
ourselves incapacitated. We act as if you have never called our names or blessed us.  Our 
faith has thinned, and we have lost our bearings.  As the celebration of our Savior’s birth 
approaches, rework us and reform us; renew our trust in you and help us again to walk in 
your light.  As we light the advent candles, let there be light, and help us to walk toward 
your growing brightness with anticipation.  We come now with silent prayer. 
 
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
 
RESPONSE NO. 581     
 Glory Be to the Father                                                                                          - Henry W. Greatorex 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH                          - Achsah and Brandon Callahan 

 
HYMN NO. 100 (verse 1)                             
 My Soul Cries Out with a Joyful Shout                                                        - Rory Cooney 

 
WELCOME, LIVE-STREAM CHECK-IN, AND JOYS AND CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH  
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  
 
THE OFFERING 
 
MUSICAL OFFERING 

May You Find a Light                     - John Arndt & David Gungor 
                

 DEDICATION OF OUR TITHES, OFFERINGS, ELECTRONIC AND ONLINE GIVING 
 

RESPONSE                      
The Doxology                                                                   - William B. Abernathy & Patrick Sise  

 
PRAYER FOR UNDERSTANDING  

 
 



GOSPEL READINGS               Mark 13:1-13 
Mark 13:24-37               

 
RESPONSE 
Leader:    The Word of God.      
People:   Thanks be to God. 
 
SERMON                                                        “Fighting Fatigue”                                                    - Tim Stern 

 
PREPARATORY INTERLUDE  
 
CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 
THE MORNING PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER (p. 35, debts & debtors)    
 
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD AND THE SHARING OF THE CUP  

 
CONGREGATIONAL SINGING 

A Baby Will Come                                                                 - Bill Wolf 
                      

THE CHARGE AND BENEDICTION   
 
CLOSING MUSIC 

       Come Thou Long-Expected Jesus                                              - Rowland H. Prichard, arr. M. Hayes 

                                            

*** 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

2nd Sunday of Advent 
The Lord Is My Light, December 6 

                           
3rd Sunday of Advent 

The People Who Walked In Darkness Have Seen A Great Light, December 13 
 

4th Sunday of Advent 
Arise Your Light Has Come, December 20                

  
Christmas Eve Children’s Service, December 24, 4:00 pm livestream 

Lanterns and Luminaries, December 24, 5:30 pm church grounds 
Christmas Eve Service, December 24, 7:00 pm livestream            

 
ADVENT WREATHS Logos and the Worship Ministry want to help each Ark and Dove family feel 
connected as we prepare for Christmas during AD T. We would like to give each Ark and Dove VEN
family an Advent wreath, so we can all light candles at home and count down toward Christmas. 
Please click here for a link to sign up to receive a let us know if you want it delivered, or if wreath, 
you can help deliver to other A&D families. If you do not sign up to have a wreath delivered, you 

more details to follow). And here is a link to the can pick it up at church starting on November 29 (
Sign Up Genius form: http://arkanddove.org/advent_wreath 
 
2021 PLEDGING The 2021 Connections Stewardship Team would like to sincerely thank 
everyone who has submitted their pledges to the church. So far, we have received 64 pledges 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30E0F45ADAE29A75-advent


and counting! There is still time to submit your pledge either via USPS or 
giving@arkanddove.org. We are respectfully requesting that EFT givers fill out a pledge card this 
year and pray about increased giving. Please contact us at giving@arkanddove.org or visit this link 
for a pledge card. Together, we can help make 2021 a year of hope and healing. Thank you from 
the 2021 Connections Stewardship Team: Doug Walcutt, Steve Debus, Tricia Gray, Joe Gray, Diane 
Johnson, Bruce Sanders, and Pastor Tim 

 

RACISM 102 Virtual Forum will be held on Sunday, December 6, 3pm to 4:40pm. You do not 
have to have taken Racism 101 to attend. What are internalized and interpersonal racism? Zoom 
with us and learn about implicit bias, white fragility, and other aspects of the way racism shows up 
and affects people. What can be done to move beyond these forms of racism? Please register, 
HERE. The zoom link will be sent that day. We also invite you to go to 
https://implicit.harvard.edu/implicit/takeatest.html and take the RACE IAT (implicit association 
test). This is for your personal awareness and is not required for the forum. Linnie Girdner, 
girdnerlinda@gmail.com. 

 
RELATIONAL CONVERSATION ABOUT RACE The Ark and Dove Anti-Racism and Social Equity 
team will be facilitating Relational Conversations about Race on Saturday, December 12, 
4pm.  This will be an opportunity for church members and friends to have a one-on-one 
conversation, following a specific process, to talk about systemic and individual 
racism.  (The process was demonstrated at our Racism 101 forum in October and will be 
demonstrated again at our Racism102 forum on December 6th.)  These types of conversations can 
be uncomfortable, but we know that, with practice, it will become more normal to enter 
conversations regarding race as a matter of course.  We hope you will be brave and join us as we 
do the work of dismantling racism. Lori Kronser, lkronser16@gmail.com. 
 
ADVENT DEVOTIONAL ONLINE Welcome to Presbyterians Today’s Advent and Christmas 
devotional, “Let Us Light Candles: Matthew 25 and the work of Advent.” This extended online 
devotional — taking us not just through Advent but through Christmastide and ending with 
Epiphany, Jan. 6 — brings to you the inspiring words in Howard Thurman’s poem “I Will Light 
Candles This Christmas.” Advent Devotional: First Sunday of Advent 

 

CHRISTMAS JOY OFFERING Gifts are wonderful things. Giving them and receiving them, large or 
small, gifts can bring a smile or even a tear of happiness. The perfect gift is more than just 
something they will like. The perfect gift reflects something about the person who receives it. The 
perfect gift has power. The power to bring you closer together. One of the most powerful things 
that Christians claim is that God saw the great needs of the world and offered a perfect gift, a gift 
that brought God and humanity closer together, God’s perfect gift to us, Jesus Christ, offered the 
power of being with us. We offer our own gifts during this advent season through the Christmas 
Joy Offering. When you give to the Christmas Joy Offering, you not only provide financial support 
to important programs, but you also take a step towards refocusing on what is really meaningful 
about Christmas. 25% of this offering will go to support current and retired PCUSA church 
workers who experience critical financial needs. 25% goes to developing future leaders at 
Presbyterian-related ethnic schools and colleges. 50% of this offering will go directly to Ark and 
Dove to support Comunidad Presbiteriana la Trinadad and the Refugee Mentoring ministry. Please 
support the Christmas Joy Offering during Advent. Thank you for your gift. You can donate online, 
by text (text amount followed by joy to 410-983- 3481) or by check. Cheryl Schafer, Mission Elder, 

 csscas@verizon.net.
 
CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY SHARING 2020 As part of our mission ministry, Ark & Dove is 
participating again in the Christmas Holiday Sharing Program organized by The Anne Arundel 
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County Department of Social Services. Through this partnership we share some of our blessings 
and provide Christmas gifts to children in our community. Sign-ups will be online. Ark & Dove 
participants will still purchase gifts for each child, but for COVID-19 safety, shopping and delivery 
will vary to some extent according to the needs and preferences of the Holiday Sharing families. 
To manage this we will have several team captains to serve as the points of contact for the Holiday 
Sharing families and the Ark & Dove participants. We still expect to need help with delivery, but 
that will be known later. Detailed instructions will be provided when you sign up, and we will 
provide the sign-up information soon. For more information now please contact Greg Makar 
(GLMakar@juno.com, 301-483-8255). 
 
CRAFTING GROUP Calling all knitters and crocheters! Please join us for a virtual get together and 
bring whatever project you are working on. We are a laid back group that hopes to support and 
inspire creativity during these times of social distancing. We meet on the first Wednesday and 
third Monday evening of each month from 7:00-8:00 pm. All skill levels and handcrafts are 
welcome. If you are interested in joining our next meeting please contact Amy Tardiff at 
lilac.n.spruce(at)gmail.com! 
 
CAMPFIRE QUARRELS Join us around a campfire on church grounds the second Wednesday of 
the month for a healthy conversation over the controversies of our times. Bring a chair, non-
alcoholic beverage, s’more supplies (if you like), and the intention to social distance, and we will 
enjoy each other’s company as we create faithful responses to the conflicts of our time. We will 
meet December 9, 7-8:30 pm. The subject will be Capitalism and Its Alternatives. Please RSVP 
with Pastor Jon (jnelson@arkanddove.org) as we have limited space to maintain social distancing 
around the fire. 
 
LECTIONARY BIBLE STUDY Every Wednesday at 10 am, we gather online for fellowship, Bible 
study on the upcoming Sunday scriptures, and prayer. This has been and continues to be a great 
way to deepen friendships and faith. Please join us, there is no commitment or homework. Contact 
Pastor Jon for the Zoom invitation (jnelson@arkanddove.org). 
 
WEEKLY LESSONS AND ACTIVITIES Check your email Tuesdays! LOGOS is Ark and Dove's 
midweek intergenerational experience for children and youth up to 8th grade. It is a time for all 
ages to come together to learn about God and grow in their relationships. Unlike previous 
years, we will not be meeting in the church building. Instead, each week will have a different 
family-centered activity to do either at home or outside at church. There will be crafts, games, 
bible study, and opportunities for worship and mission. If you’d like to get on the weekly emailing 
list, please contact Amy Goldberg at amygoldberg.2010@gmail.com. If you’re interested in 
volunteering, please contact Jen Roman at jroman8414@gmail.com. 

 
SUNDAY FELLOWSHIP Sunday Fellowship after the live-stream church service continues! Via a 
ZOOM meeting, of course. If you'd like to join in for some light conversation and have a chance to 
see some familiar faces, simply send an email to fellowship@arkanddove.org to request an 
invitation. We will then send you a link to the Zoom meeting. You only need to do this one time, 
and you can use the same link each week. The meetings begin around 11:15 each Sunday. It will 
be great to "see" you! Nicole Howe, nicolehowe123@gmail.com. 
 
FRIENDLY SENIORS TEA Thursdays at 3:00 pm on Zoom. Please contact Pastor Tim 
(tstern@arkanddove.org) to receive an invitation. 
 

We are a Matthew 25 church! 
 

https://www.arkanddove.org/page/180010855/180121697/Matthew-25-Church


*** 
Welcome!  We hope you enjoyed worshipping with us! Join us again, on livestream, every Sunday at 10:00 am. 
Would you like a pastor to contact you? Would you like to learn more about Ark and Dove? Please send a note 

to admin@arkanddove.org. We look forward to building a warm faith community together. 
 

Lay Reader:  Betsy Baer 
Candle Lighters: Achsah and Brandon Callahan 

 

DONATE ONLINE!  
Or TEXT your donations! 410-983-3481 

Text give to get started. Text commands for more options. 
 

 8424 Piney Orchard Parkway  Odenton, Maryland 21113, www.arkanddove.org, 410-674-6400 
 

TIMOTHY STERN – PASTOR                                                                            JONATHAN NELSON – ASSOCIATE PASTOR 
MARGARET MCGILLIVRAY– DIRECTOR OF MUSIC                                          PATRICK SISE –  DIRECTOR OF CONTEMPORARY MUSIC          
PASTOR BETSY BAER – PARISH ASSOCIATE                                                                                                                    
PASTORS CAROLINE PRICE-GIBSON AND STEPHEN PRICE-GIBSON – PARISH ASSOCIATES                                     ONE LICENSE #A-713332 
KARLA KOLL, COSTA RICA – MISSION CO-WORKER                                                                                                 CCLI COPYRIGHT LIC. # 813863 
REV. ELIANE MENEZES, CEDEPCA, GUATEMALA – MISSION CO-WORKER                                     CVLI COPYRIGHT LIC. # 501557220 
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